DUKES COUNTY COMMISSION

Wednesday, July 27, 2005

5 p.m.

Administration Building

Call to order

Chairman John S. Alley called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.  A quorum was present.  Commissioners Leonard Jason, Jr., Nelson Smith, Paul Strauss, Robert M. Sawyer, Roger W. Wey and Leslie H. Leland were present.  Additionally County Manager E. Winn Davis; Michael A. McCormack, Sheriff; SSA Representative Marc Hanover and Sean Flynn, Acting Manager of the Martha’s Vineyard Airport were also present.

Adoption of Minutes

Leonard Jason, Jr./Paul Strauss MOVED that the Commissioners vote to accept the minutes of 13 July 2005, SO VOTED (6-0-1).  (Commissioner Leslie H. Leland abstained)

County Manager’s Report

· County Manager reported that the County had received, through the efforts of Oak Bluffs, a $1,000,000 rehab grant from a Mass Community Development Block Grant

Chairman’s Report 

· None.

Subcommittee Reports

· SSA Representative Marc Hanover reported on a variety of topics:

· Security is now at a Marsec 2 level, requiring stringent inspections and patrols by the USCG;

· Ridership is generally down on walk-on passengers and cars, and up for trucks;

· When asked if the proposed Nantucket limit on vehicles on-island would have any impact, Mr. Hanover said they have not addressed this yet;

· The New Bedford Fast Ferry reports ridership up, while the Oak Bluffs-Hyannis run is off to a slow start;

· The SSA has put out an RFP for upgrades to the Sankaty;

· The Island Home is one month ahead of schedule for delivery;

· After receiving negative feedback from the Oak Bluffs ConCom, the SSA is rethinking the improvements to the Oak Bluffs terminal; and

· The SSA is providing improved Preferred Service to those with medical issues.

□  Acting Airport Manager Sean Flynn provided an update report to the activities of the Airport:

· Status of runway improvements and financing;

· Recent collective bargaining agreement;

· Capital Improvement Program;

· New General Aviation Building;

· County Manager asked the County Commissioners to approve the contract, and Leslie H. Leland/Roger W. Wey MOVED to approve the new collective bargaining agreement the airport union, and SO VOTED (7-0-0)
Old Business 


Leonard Jason, Jr. inquired about the 4-H club and the County Manager said that a meeting was to be scheduled next week.

New Business


Leonard Jason, Jr. suggested that the Commission consider creating a position as Associate Commissioner for Agriculture

Correspondence

John S. Alley noted correspondence from Woody Williams concerning dogs on Norton Point Beach during the day in the summer.  The County Manager indicated that the Beach Rules prevented dogs from being on the beach in the summer between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.  There was no interest in changing this rule.

Public Comment

Numerous questions were raised by J. Kinsella of the Vineyard Gazette concerning the Airport Lawsuit.  County Manager indicated that the Commission would have initial discussions about this, but then eventually go into Public Session for a full discussion.

Michael A. McCormack, Sheriff noted that his Triad unit would have a Hurricane Preparedness session Thursday, the 4th of August, in Tisbury at the CoA, 34 Pine Tree Road, opposite the cemetery at 1:30

Executive Session  

Chairman John S. Alley indicated that the Commission would go into Executive Session to discuss the Airport Litigation and not return to Open Session.  SO MOVED by Paul Strauss/Robert M. Sawyer and so voted:

Robert M. Sawyer AYE

Roger W. Wey AYE

Leonard Jason, Jr. AYE

Nelson Smith AYE

Paul Strauss AYE

Leslie H. Leland AYE

John S. Alley AYE

Adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted to:

_______________________________________

JOSEPH E. SOLLITTO JR., Clerk of the Courts

